lfw*]                          SAMSON AGOOTSTBS.                          196

tlie pure "Word of God. He would present no human
adumbration of goodness,, but Christ Himself. He saw
that here absolute plainness was besi In the presence
of this unique Being silence alone became the poet. This
"higher argument" was "sufficient of itself" (Paradise
Lost, ix. 42).

There are some painters whose work appeals only to
painters, and not to the public. So the1 judgment of
poets and critics has been more favourable to Paradise
Regained than the opinion of the average reader. John-
son, thinks that " if it had been written, not by Milton,
but by some imitators, it would receive universal praise."
Wordsworth thought it " the most perfect in execution of
anything written by Milton," And Coleridge says of it,
" in its kind it is the most perfect poem extant."

There is a school of critics which maintains that a poein
is, like a statue or a picture, a work of pure art, of which
beauty is the only characteristic of which the reader
should be cognisant. And beauty is wholly ideal, an abso-                        1y I

lute quality, out of relation to person, time, or circum-                        fj: j

stance-   To such readers Samson Agonistes will seem tame,                        "|( j

Hat, meaningless, and artificial.   From the point of view of                        %j ?

the critic of the eighteenth century, it is " a tragedy which                        | \

only ignorance would admire and bigotry applaud n (Dr.                        1*

Johnson).    If, on the other hand, it be read as a page of                        ^

cotemporary history, it becomes human, pregnant with real                        |i

woe, the record of an heroic soul, not baffled by temporary                         |j  s

adversity, but totally defeated by an irreversible fate, and                         ^ J

unflinchingly accepting the situation, in the firm con-
viction of the righteousness of the cause. If fiction IB
truer than fact, fact is more tragic than fiction. In the
course of the long struggle of human liberty against theters. This antipathy to hired preachers
